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Introduction

The goal of this program is to show you how you can get started making money
using a system called MTurk. You will learn what this is, how to get started, and
an easy way to make your venture more successful and easier to do.

The beauty of this system is that you need very little to get started. You probably
already have the equipment needed to start making money.

Lots of people do this, some to supplement their regular job, and others make a
living doing it. People who are more talented/lucky/experienced than | am at this
make $50, $100 or more a day, but | think most people make around $10-540 a
day, like | do.

Another nice thing is that it's run by a very reputable, well-known company. You
will be paid for your work, and usually quite quickly. It is totally legitimate work in
a field that is growing.

How | Discovered MTurk

| got started with MTurk because it was recommended in a forum | was active in
at the time. A member had said that a friend of his daughter was making S50 a
day using it. He did say that people probably wouldn’t make that much initially,
but that it was obviously possible to do. | was mostly mystery shopping at that
point, and wanted something that would keep me home more.

The idea of making potentially $50 a day, working from home on my computer,
was motivating enough for me to check it out. | started turking in June of 2015. |
made almost $5 my first day, not really knowing what | was doing. | spent most of
that month figuring out the system and how to improve. | earned over $260 that
first month, and could see the potential for making lots more than that. | was still
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mystery shopping primarily at that time, but have really reduced my work in that
area as | have made more money turking.

I’m older, with a decent amount of experience working on a computer. But, | am
not very techie or up on the latest gadgets and trends. I’'m also more of a slow,
careful worker than a fast one. These traits do not make me the best candidate
for success at turking, but | still average over $650 a month doing it.

Here are my approximate earnings since | started:
June 2015 $260
July 2015  $910
Aug 2015 $820
Sep 2015  $925
Oct 2015  $385
Nov 2015 $850
Dec 2015 $660
Jan 2016  $545

Feb 2016 $740

You may notice that October seems unusually low. That was because | primarily
focused on mystery shopping that month, and fit turking in around shops. January
was also a bit low as we were coming off a slow holiday season, and | was sick for
at least a week. The nice thing about working from home though is that, even
sick, | made over $90 during my sick week.

If you take those 9 months, you can see that | made $S6095. That’s an average of
$677 per month.
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What is Turking/MTurk?

Turking is a type of crowdsourcing activity, a way to make money online using
your computer. Amazon Mechanical Turk is probably the largest crowdsourcing
website in existence at this time. Here is how Wikipedia explains the site:

Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) is a crowdsourcing Internet marketplace enabling
individuals and businesses (known as Requesters) to coordinate the use of human intelligence to
perform tasks that computers are currently unable to do. It is one of the sites of Amazon Web
Services. Employers are able to post jobs known as Human Intelligence Tasks (HITSs), such as
choosing the best among several photographs of a storefront, writing product descriptions, or
identifying performers on music CDs. Workers (called Providers in Mechanical Turk's Terms of
Service, or, more colloquially, Turkers) can then browse among existing jobs and complete them
in exchange for a monetary payment set by the employer.

Mechanical Turk was launched in 2005, and has been around ever since, though
still in Beta mode.

Can You Really Make Money using MTurk?

Yes, you can! If | can do it then most people can do it. There are only a few basic
requirements:

1. You must have a computer, preferably a desktop or laptop. Some people turk
on a phone or tablet but this really limits you if it's your only way to turk.

2. You must have a high-speed internet connection, which most people have
these days.

3. You must be a U.S. resident, living in the U.S.

That’s really all you need to get started. People from all walks of life do this work,
and make money from it. You can too.
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Is MTurk Right for Me?

This is a question that only you can answer, of course. But, | can tell you that you
most likely have the basic skills needed to do it. If you can read, write, and use a
computer you have the basic skills. It also helps to be open to learning, and to
have some patience, as it would in any type of work that you are starting.

It helps to be somewhat detail-oriented, but mostly you need to pay attention to
what you are doing. There are all kinds of jobs (called HITs) posted, so you can
choose those that you are comfortable doing.

Getting Started

***Pplease be sure that you read this entire guide over at least once before you
actually start doing HITs. Reading the entire guide first will make the process
much smoother and easier for you.***

The first thing you want to do is to join MTurk. Here are some instructions on how
to do so.

How to Join:

1. Go to www.mturk.com

2. Review the page, then click on learn more about being a Worker on the left hand side of the

page under the blue circles.

3. Review the page, and then click on the FAQ link (it’s the first link at the very bottom of the
page).

4. Click on the Worker Web Site FAQs link.
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5. Review the page. The very first link (under Registering to Work) explains how to sign up, and
what is needed. You will need to decide what email you will use, and if you want to open a new
Amazon account, or use an existing Amazon account. | used an email | use for business
purposes, and opened a new Amazon account so that it would be separate from my personal
email and Amazon account.

My understanding is that currently only U.S. residents can open an account. It used to be open
to other countries, but that was changed some time ago.

6. It takes a few days for your account to be approved. Meanwhile, you can review the FAQs
and check out the site.

7. Once your account is approved, | believe that Amazon will ask you to set up an Amazon
Payments account, as that is how you will be paid. You can choose to have your earnings sent
to your bank account, or into an Amazon.com Gift Card.

After your account is approved and you’ve set up your Amazon Payments account
then you are ready to start Turking!

Getting Familiar with MTurk

Hopefully you have read the FAQs by now and taken a general look at how the
HITs are presented. If not, please do so as it will make things easier for you.

MTurk is set up pretty simply, with just 3 tabs that you can access. Let’s review
those tabs.

1. Your Account Tab

Sign in to your Turk account and go to the Your Account tab. The first area is
Introduction, which you saw when you signed up. The default area that will
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probably show up is the Dashboard. If not, click on “Dashboard” right under the
Your Account tab.

Here is my Dashboard so that you can see one that has been in use for a while.
Note that | have added some special things to mine, so yours will look a little
simpler:

Earnings To Date Value Earnings Available Value
Approved HITs $5,412.00 Earnings Available for Transfer $51.01
Bonuses $1,143.41 Transfer Earnings
Total Earnings  Show earnings details % $6,555.41
Pending earnings (HITDE updated: Mon Mar 21 $30.82
2016 03:01:34 GMT-0700 (Pacific Standard
Time))

Projected earnings for today £6.00

I -1 400

Date Submitted Approved Rejected Pending Earnings
Today 111 0 ] 111 £0.10
Mar 20, 2016 4 2 0 2 $1.50
Mar 19, 2016 17 12 1] 5 $9.58
Mar 18, 2016 21 16 ] 5 £30.25
Mar 17, 2016 26 24 1] 2 $17.34

View more...
HITs You Have Submitted Value Rate
HITs Submitted 12175 -
.« Approved 12033 99.9%
... Rejected 14 0.1%
... Pending 128 -

The top area of the dashboard will show your Earnings. Here you can see how
much you have made (Total Earnings), and how much of your Earnings are
available to Transfer (Earnings Available). It takes a number of hours for the
money from an Approved HIT to show up in your Earnings Available for Transfer,
so this area lags behind a bit.

For example, let’s say that the first HIT you do is for $5.00, and it is quickly
approved. Your Total Earnings would show $5.00 as soon as the HIT was
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approved, but it could be as much as 8 hours before you see that money in
Earnings Available.

Underneath the Earnings Area is Your HIT Status. Here you can see the number of
HITs you have Submitted each day, and how many have been Approved, Rejected
or Pending.

Under that is the HIT Totals area. This area is important, as it shows your HIT
approval percentage. Many HITs require a certain approval percentage so it is
important to keep your rating above 99.0% to give yourself the best chance at
being qualified to do a HIT. You can keep your approval rating at 99.0% or better
by having at least 99 HITs out of 100 approved (hence the 99%).

The actual number of HITs approved is important also, at least up to a certain
amount. Many HITs require a certain minimum number of HITs approved. You
may find that more HITs open up to you as you reach certain levels: 500, 1,000,
5,000, and 10,000. After that it doesn’t really matter, other than to give you a
buffer of HITs approved so that you can keep your approval rating over 99.0%.

Here are two examples of HITs requiring both an approval percentage and a
certain number of HITs approved:

Requester: Sonny Bonds Reward: $2.00 per HIT HITs Available: 1 Duration: 2 hours
Qualifications Required: Total approved HITs is greater than 0; HIT approval rate (%) is not less than 95; Location is US

{Writa a 100-200 word summary of your college experience as a student in a Social Work academic program in ONLY these states

Requester I HIT Title Auto-Approval: 14 days

Requester: Theo Plothe Reward: $4.00 per HIT  HITs Available: 3 Duration: 10 hours
Qualifications Required: Total approved HITs is not less than 5000; HIT approval rate (%) is not less than 88

Requester Auto-Approval: 1 day

{Transcrbe audio from a focus group

It is generally recommended that new Turkers try to reach the 5,000 level as soon
as they can so that more HITs are available. People will often do lots of low-paying
HITs to reach a level, which is called “doing HITs for numbers”. If you choose to do
HITs for numbers be sure that they are safe HITs (low chance of rejection) and
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that you are doing them properly. You can’t afford many rejections as a beginner,
as they will drastically lower your approval rating. | give you some guidance later
in the program for finding good HITs/safe HITs.

It took me 4-5 months to reach 5,000. | took a different approach, focusing more
on making money than on numbers. Some turkers reach 5,000 in just a few
weeks. It is a matter of preference what you focus on.

(For those that are interested, for the first 10 days that you Turk you are limited
to doing only 100 HITs per day. After that it opens up to over 3,000 HITs per day.)

The next area in the Your Account tab is the Status area. This shows your HIT
statistics like the Dashboard, but for the last 45 days. Mine looks like this:
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Todav

Mar 20, 2016
Mar 13, 2016
Mar 18, 2016
Mar 17, 2016
Mar 16, 2016
Mar 15, 2016
Mar 14, 2016
Mar 13, 2016
Mar 12, 2016
Mar 11, 2016
Mar 10, 2016
Mar 5, 2016
Mar 8, 2016
Mar 7. 2016
Mar &6, 2016
Mar 5. 2016
Mar 4, 2016
Mar 3, 2016
Mar 2, 2016
Mar 1, 2016
Feb 29, 2016
Feb 23, 2016
Feb 27, 2016
Feb 26, 2016
Feb 25, 2016
Feb 24, 2016
Feb 23, 2016
Feb 22, 2016
Feb 21, 2016
Feb 20, 2016
Feb 19, 2016
Feb 18, 2016
Feb 17, 2016
Feb 16, 2016
Feb 15, 2016
Feb 14, 2016
Feb 13, 2016
Feb 12, 2016
Feb 11, 2016
Feb 10, 2016
Feb 9, 2016
Feb 8, 2016
Feb 7, 2016

Feb 6, 2016

Total Last 45 Days

Date

Submitted

111
4
17
21
26
19
16
5
12
41
26
11
71
39
38
49
30
21
20
33
76
23
25
40
154
234
40
11
34
61

32
35
10
73
35
16
31
202
127
51
628
155
123
32
2951

Approved

1z
16
24
13
16

12
41
26
11
71
39
38
49
30
21
20
33
76
23
25
40
154
234
40
11
34
39

32
35
101
73
35
16
31
202
127
51
628
155
122
32
2822
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Rejected Pending

] 111
] 2
o 3
0 5
o 2
0 1
0 0
0 0
] ]
] ]
] ]
] ]
o o
0 0
0 0
0 0
0 0
] ]
] ]
0 0
] ]
] ]
o o
0 0
0 0
0 0
] ]
] ]
] ]
] 2
o o
0 0
o o
0 0
0 0
0 0
] ]
] ]
] ]
] ]
o o
0 0
0 0
1 0
0 0
1 128
Copyright 2016

Earnings
$0.10
$1.50
$9.58
$30.25
$17.34
$19.49
$16.46
$83.09
£10.04
$5.66
$21.20
$8.81
$23.14
$24.42
$31.96
$15.90
$16.10
$17.07
$25.85
$25.51
$33.10
$23.74
$27.75
$21.74
$37.01
$56.54
$33.39
$11.60
$27.30
$16.52
$1.15
$30.59
$32.11
$26.65
$52.45
$28.62
£3.00
$8.11
$33.33
$23.04
$32.79
$37.49
$30.36
$41.14
$9.17
51,087.18



Looking at my Status page, you can see how quickly most of the HITs get
approved. Nearly all of them approve within a week, with some taking longer on
occasion. If there are any stragglers out there, they get automatically approved
within 30 days.

Another thing to note is that the Earnings amount only shows approved HITs and
bonuses received that day. So, for “Today” you can see that | did 111 HITs, but
none have approved yet. The $.10 in my Earnings column is from a small bonus |
received from a requester.

Bonuses are paid for various reasons. Some HITs contain “games” where you are
paid a bonus for your performance. Sometimes a HIT will have a small fee up-
front, with a bonus paid if you complete the HIT carefully. I've been paid for
additional work via bonus also.

Bonuses are sent separately to you, and you receive an email each time you get
one. Here is what they look like:

h
[

You've received a bonus from Public Opinion Laboratory ik

Mechanical Turk <mturk-noreply@amazon.com: Mar 22 (2 days ago) L v
to me [+

Greetings from Amazon Mechanical Turk,

You've received a bonus from Public Opinion Laboratory for work related to
33Q5PIPUSPMXDXWQATHIZA126IKCZB.

The value of your bonus is: $1.10 USD

The Requester included this nofe:
Extra work

Thanks for being a Worker on Mechanical Turk!

Sincerely,
Amazon Mechanical Turk
hitps /. miurk.com

It’s always fun to receive a bonus!
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The next area on Your Account tab is Earnings. This is where you can transfer your
earned money to your Amazon Payments account, or to a gift card. It also shows
your transfer history, up to 180 days.

The final area is Account Settings, where you can update information on your
account.

2. HITs Tab

As you can see on the HITs tab, there are tons of HITs available. The default view
is the All HITs area, which will show all HITs available at this time. It looks like this:

361,911 HITs
available now

amaLuininecridiitdl LUrs

Your Account | HITs Qualifications

All HITs | HITs Available To You | HITs Assigned To You

HITs v 0.00 @

All HITs
1-10 of 3076 Results
Sort by: | HITs Available (most first) 1D Show all details | Hide all details 123245 » Next »Last  Items per Page:[10 ¥
Classify Receipt View a HIT in this group
Requester: Jon Brelig HIT Expiration Date: Apr 1, 2016 (6 days 23 hours) Reward: $0.02
Time Allotted: 20 minutes HITs Available: 105350
Transcribe up to 35 Secends of Media to Text - Earn up to $0.17 per HIT! Take Qualification test (why?) | View a HIT in this group
Requester: Crowdsurf Support HIT Expiration Date: Mar 24, 2017 (51 weeks 6 days) Reward: $0.05
Time Allotted: 15 minutes HITs Available: 20029
Classify Receipt View 3 HIT in this group
Requester: Jon Brelig HIT Expiration Date: Apr 1, 2016 (6 days 23 hours) Reward: $0.03
Time Allotted: 20 minutes HITs Available: 19448
Find the exact "seconds time" that each word is sung in the song. View a HIT in this group
Requester: Songs HIT Expiration Date: Mar 31, 2016 (6 days 19 hours) Reward: $0.02
Time Allotted: 7 days HITs Available: 15800
Inv B 2 Request Qualification (Why?) | WView a HIT in this group
Requester: rohzit0d HIT Expiration Date: Apr 23, 2016 (4 weeks 1 day) Reward: $0.00
Time Allotted: 43 minutes HITs Available: 14686
Tvpe the text from the images. carefully. Productivity and bonuses guaranteed. View a HIT in this group
Requester: CopyText Inc. HIT Expiration Date: Apr 1, 2016 (6 days 23 hours) Reward: $0.01
Time Allotted: 10 minutes HITs Available: 14281
Clean Up How-To Questions Request Qualification (Why?) | View a HIT in this group
Requester: Content Research HIT Expiration Date: Mar 31, 2016 (6 days 12 hours) Reward: $0.05
Time Allotted: 60 minutes HITs Available: 11586
Collect Product Information Reguest Qualification Request Qualification (Whv? | wiew a HIT in this group
Requester: Grocery ROI HIT Expiration Date: Mar 31, 2016 (6 days 8 hours) Reward: $0.08
Time Allotted: 60 minutes: HITs Available: 7926
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Here, the HITs are sorted by the most HITs available to give you an idea how many
HITs are out there. The HITs with a blue background are HITs that | qualify for.

The second area is HITs Available To You, which will show you just the HITs that
you qualify for currently. Here is my page, sorted by the highest Reward Amount:

amazonimecnarnicdl turk [ \ 361,575 HITs

Your Account | HITs Qualifications 5 ziizble now

All HITs | HITs Available To You | HITs Assigned To You

HITs v 0.00 (Go)

All HITs
1-10 of 618 Results
Sort by: | Reward Amount (most first) hd @ Show all details | Hide all details 12345 > Next »Llast  Items per Page: [10 ¥
Examining Early Signs and h: of Eating Disorders View a HIT in thic group
Requester: Brooke Strumbel HIT Expiration Date: May 22, 2016 (8 weeks 2 days) Reward: $19.50
Time Allotted: 24 hours HITs Available: 1
For people who have completed the Restaurant Rating Task View 3 HIT in this group
Requester: Lidan Xu HIT Expiration Date: Mar 31, 2016 (6 days 19 hours) Reward: $10.00
Time Allotted: 5 minutes HITs Available: 1
Make Up HIT for Invited Turkers Onl: View a HIT in this group
Requester: Kidd Lab HIT Expiration Date: Mar 31, 2016 (6 days 3 hours) Reward: $4.50
Time Allotted: 2 hours HITs Available: 1
Brain Training Study Session 10 (invite only) View a HIT in thic group
Requester: Hakwan Lau HIT Expiration Date:  Apr 28, 2016 (4 weeks 6 days) Reward: $3.00
Time Allotted: 3 hours HITs Available: 2
For Workers Whe Could't Accepted the Original Stage 2] Research Study: Search Task on an Online Review Website - Stage 2 Vigw a HIT in this group
Requester: EricLim HIT Expiration Date: Apr 9, 2016 (2 weeks) Reward: $3.00
Time Allotted: 3 hours HITs Available: 1
Research Study: Search Task on an Online Review Website - Stage 2 View a HIT in this aroup
Requester: Eric Lim HIT Expiration Date: Apr 9, 2016 (2 weeks) Reward: $3.00
Time Allotted: 3 hours HITs Available: 1
323201602) Can vou find this movie? Image reguired! Open to Cox subscribers only. View 3 HIT in thic group
Requester: Movie Enguirer HIT Expiration Date: Mar 26, 2016 (1 day 14 hours) Reward: $3.00
Time Allotted: 1 hour 30 minutes HITs Available: 1
323201601] Can vou find this movie? Image required! Open to Bright house subscribers only. View a HIT in this group
Requester: Movie Enquirer HIT Expiration Date: Mar 26, 2016 (1 day 14 hours) Reward: $3.00
Time Allotted: 1 hour 30 minutes HITs Available: 1

The third area is the HITs Assigned To You area, also known as your Queue. It is
where you can access the HITs that you have accepted that still need to be
completed and submitted. Here is my Queue:
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damazonirnecridricdl wari 361,094 HITs

Your Account HITs Qualifications available now

All HITs | HITs Available To You | HITs Assigned To You

HITs M 0.00 (c0)

HITs
1-1 of 1 Results

Sort by: | Time Left (least first) v @ Show all details | Hide all details Items per Page: [10_ ¥

uestions about how wealth and resources should be distributed within an imaainary socieh Return this HIT | Continue wark on this HIT
Requester: Florian Cova Reward: $0.90 Time Left: 39 minutes 52 seconds Assigned On: Mar 25, 2016

FAQ | ContactUs | Caresrs at Mechanical Turk | Developers | Press | Policies | State Licsnsing | Blog | Service Health Dashboard
©2005-2016 Amazen.com, Inc. or its Affiliates An amazoncom. company

Your Queue can hold up to 25 HITs at a time. You can either return or work on the
HIT by clicking the appropriate blue link on the right-hand side. If you don’t return
or work on the HIT, it will expire when the Time Left reaches zero.

From any of these views you can conduct a search for a particular HIT by name,
requester (someone who posts a HIT), and pay. You will probably use this search
feature at times.

Clicking on the HITS Available To You area is one way to find HITs. You can sort the
HITs by various attributes (like Pay, # of HITs available, etc.).

These are ways to find HITs to do, but they are not always the best ways to find
HITs. Better ways will be covered later in this program. Let’s finish reviewing the
main tabs first.

3. Qualifications Tab

What is a Qualification? Amazon describes it like this:

Some HITs are available only to Amazon Mechanical Turk users with certain Qualifications. Requesters
can use Qualifications to make sure their HITs are completed by users that have demonstrated their
ability to give high quality answers. You can obtain a Qualification by browsing or searching through
the available Qualifications and requesting ones that appeal to you. Qualifications related to your
performance completing HITs are assigned automatically and cannot be requested. Some
Qualifications may require you to complete a test before they are granted. Qualifications requiring you
to complete a test must be completed within the specified time.
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A qualification is a value that is assigned to represent an achievement, or a
classification. Known as “quals”, they can be good, bad or neutral.

You will have quals for things like the state you live in, how many HITs you have
approved, your approval percentage, etc. automatically assigned and updated by
MTurk. These are the basic quals that everyone has.

Other quals are automatically assigned to you by requesters for various reasons.
For example, a requester may assign you a qual value that means you have taken
a previous study so that they can make sure you don’t take the same study again.
Sometimes you have earned the right to do future work for them by good
performance on previous work, so they give you a qual. Some requesters use
quals to exclude poor workers from doing their HITs.

Some quals are assigned by request. On the right side of each qual that you do
not have is a link that says, “Request this Qualification” or “Take the Qualification
test”. Sometimes you can get a qual just by simply requesting it. Other times you
may have to answer a brief question or two (such as gender or age), and
sometimes you have to pass a test the requester has set up. Often though, a
simple request for a qual just sits in Pending with response.

One qual that is talked about a lot is the Masters Qualification. This is a qual given
by Amazon, and opens up a lot more work to you. But, it is elusive, with no
specific way to earn it. Some workers have worked for years and never received
Masters. Others have worked a year or less and received it. It isn’t something you
have control over, so you can’t focus your energies on earning it. But, | mention it
here because you may see it listed or talked about often and this way you know
what it is.

Here is what Amazon says about the Masters Qualification:

How are Workers selected for the Masters program?

Masters Workers are selected based on a number of attributes including total assignments
submitted, total earnings, tenure, and diversity of work type. If you’re an aspiring Master who’s
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been focused on a single work type, give a transcription task a shot or spend some time taking a

survey.

Like the HITs tab, there are three areas to this tab. The first area is All
Qualifications, which just lists every single qual that is active in MTurk. It looks like

this:

amazonmecnanical turK

Qualifications ¥

Your Account

| Qualifications |

359,555 HITs
available now

All Qualifications | Qualifications Assigned To You | Pending Qualifications

What is a Qualification?

Some HITs are available only to Amazan Mechanical Turk users with certain Qualifications. Requesters can use Qualifications to make sure their HITs are completed by users that have demonstrated their ability to give high quality
answers. You can obtain a Qualification by browsing or searching through the available Qualifications and requesting ones that appeal to you. Qualifications related to your performance completing HITs are assigned automatically and
cannot be requested. Some Qualifications may require you to complete a test befare they are granted. Qualifications requiring you to complete a test must be completed within the specified time.

Qualifications
1-10 of 83726 Results
Sort by: | Qualification Name (A-2) ¥ @

Show all details

Hide all details

Items per Page: | 10

Coined Term Collection - Q1
Author: OCMP45

Request this Qualification

Coined Term Collection - Q1
Author: OCMP

m

equest this Qualificaticn

Coined Term Collection - Q1
Author: OCMPa4

Request this Qualification

SP-Search EUAmazon 44551 2015-11-Mon Nov 16 14:38:50 PST 2015 Qualification Test

Author: Amazen Requester Inc.

Take the Qualification test

Qualification Test for Judging Toward Boke Haram

Author: Johns Hopkins University/APL - REDD/R1D

Take the Qualification test

Author: gerardomojica

Take the Qualification test

1Hanna testd autogranted
Author: Andrey Stepanenko

Request this Qualification

1Hanna testS autogranted
Author: OCMP

o

equest this Qualificaticn

1Hanna testS autogranted
Author: Crowdsourcing at Thomson Reuters

o

equest this Qualificaticn

1Hanna testd autogranted
Author: Victoriya Pevneva

[$$ Simplified and Clarified % Trolling Phase 2 Qualification

Request this Qualification

=
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
=)

The second area lists only the qualifications that have been assigned to you. Mine

looks like this currently:
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amazonmecnanical turk () 356,735HITs Y ' '

Your Account HITs | Qualifications | _ Jiopie now
All Qualifications | Qualifications Assigned Te You | Pending Qualifications

Qualifications ¥

Qualifications Assigned to You
The Qualifications you have obtained determine which HITs are available to you. Each Qualification has a value assaciated with it. You can complete HITs for which you have the required Qualifications and a sufficiently high value.
You cannat retake all qualifications at ence. Look at the retake delay specified by the Requester te understand when you can retake @ qualification test.

Qualifications
1-10 of 1528 Results

Sort by: | Qualification Name (A-Z) ¥ @ Show all details | Hide all details 12345 > Mext »last Items per Page: |10 Y

ZAWE=Timeless Study Request this Qualification again
Author: Rong Huang Qualification Value: 2

#Pain#Awe Reguest this Qualification again
Author: Rong Huang Qualification Value:

0GPD-05 Cleaning Qualification Survey. Reguest this Qualification again
Author: OCMP35 Qualification Value: 80

1 Bequest this Qualification again
Author: Frances Chen Qualification Value:

Author: Customer Focus Qualification Value:

12.14.2015- Qual to filter past workers Request this Gualification again

Author: Phil Ames Qualification Value:

150706 Forgiveness 1 Block Reguest this Qualification again
Author: Donna Yao Qualification Value:

n

1=Prior Approval Reguest this Qualification again
Author: Michael . Faherty Qualification Value: 100

2015 Qualification Request this Qualification again
Author: VDX Qualification Value: 60

2FA Request this Qualification again
Author: Research Study Qualification Value:

™

1 Click Participants Request this Qualification agam]

5 7 Mext » Last

The last area shows any qualifications you have applied for that have not been
assigned. This is sort of the “graveyard” of quals that you have applied for but
have never been approved.
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amazonmecnanical turk | 358,735 HITs

Your Account HITs Qualifications available now

All Qualifications | Qualifications Assigned To You | Pending Qualifications

Qualifications ¥ @)

ications’
PEndlﬂD Quahﬁ:atmns are qualifications that you have requested but have not yet been granted. When a qualification is granted you will receive an email notification and the qualification will appear under "Qualifications Assigned

ending Qualifications 30 Results Show all details | Hide all details

Author: STRIVE Lab

20150613 Group A
Author: Project Endor

Workforce 17¢ NO-2
Author: OCMP3

20150613 Group C
Author: Project Endor

Author: John Bullack

0004 201504
Author: John Bullock

Workforce SE360
Author: OCMP3

Author: Aaron

wiktor-centrality-raters
Author: Sergey Schmidt
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Finding Good HITs

So, we’ve now covered the different tabs that are available to you as a worker.
You have seen all the basic areas that you will be working with. Now, it’s time to
find some HITs!

I’'ve already shown you that you can find HITs just by simply viewing the HITs
Available To You area, and by sorting/searching this area. But, as | said, this isn’t
the most efficient way to find HITs. This may work for you for a little while, but
soon you will be wishing for a better way.

One of the biggest mistakes | made at the beginning was thinking that | could just
join, log in and start making good money. There are hundreds of thousands of
HITs out there, and it really pays to know how to find the good ones.
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| think that this is why some beginners end up quitting. They try to find good HITs,
but end up finding very few good ones in a timely manner and they give up. Here
is where this program is going to help you tremendously!

| am going to give you an easy way to find good HITs. This will get you off to a
great start as a turker. From here, you can add or change things as you learn and
grow, or just stick with what | show you here.

First, you will need to add an extension to your browser called turkopticon. An
extension is something that adds new features to your browser or modifies
existing functionality. Adding turkopticon (also known as “TO”) will allow you to
see how other turkers have rated a requester and their HITs. It is always a good
idea to skim some of the reviews and see if there are any issues to watch out for.

Here’s a description of what TO does, from their webpage:

How Turkopticon works:

Turkopticon adds ('M
functionality to

_ Requester: Y Tagasauris HIT Expiration Date:

Amazon Mechanical communicativity: 2.7 / 5

Turk as you browse | generosity 2.36 / 5
for HITs and review == fairness : 3.95/5¢

[ Determinethef ,. .0 ness 3.22/5

status of work you've
Requester: What do these scores mean?

done. As you
browse HITs, Scores based on 203 reviews

: ~—— Terms of Service violation flags: 2 -
LLaE G £ gt f.Im:_ttIS.tﬂUE Report your experience with this requester » 2

button next to each
requester and highlights requesters for whom there are reviews from other workers. Bad
reviews let you avoid shady employers and good reviews help you find fair ones. You can view
reports made against requesters with a quick click.

As you review HITs you've completed, are there HITs you weren't fairly paid for? Turkopticon
adds a button that lets you review requesters from your "Status Detail" page.
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You can read more about turkopticon and download the extension by visiting
their webpage at https://turkopticon.ucsd.edu/

Second, go to this webpage and bookmark it: http://www.hitgrabber.net/

This site scans many of the most popular forums where people post HITs, and lists
those HITs for you. You still need to do your due diligence as to whether or not it
is really a good HIT, but you should find a lot of good HITs this way. Many of the
postings will also show the TO ratings, which will help you to quickly access the
TO for the requester.
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https://turkopticon.ucsd.edu/
http://www.hitgrabber.net/

HitGrabber

A crowdsourced notifier for the best mturk HITs | Compatible with Chrome and
Firefox |

/r/hwtf: US - "Imagination” HIT (less than 5
minutes) - Ed O'Brien - $0.50/2:30 - (>98%)

STOP LISTENING

We hope you have enjoyed using HitGrabber! If you feel HitGrabber has
helped you out and want to support the team, send us over a donation!
Any amount would help support and continue development on this
project and is greatly appreciated.

DONATE NOW

Types of HITs, Types of Turkers, What is Best for You?

As you start doing HITs you may notice that there are all kinds of HITs out there,
from surveys to transcription to categorization, and more. You may want to try a
few different types of HITs to see what you like to do.

Turking For Fun & Profit Copyright 2016



| generally have found that there are two types of turkers, Survey-focused, and
Batch-focused.

Survey-focused turkers mostly do surveys, which is generally answering questions
about your opinion, habits, etc. Surveys tend to pay more per HIT, but you usually
can only do one of each survey offered.

Batch-focused turkers mostly do batches, which are usually short, quick tasks like
categorizing an item, transcribing an audio or receipt, etc. Batches tend to pay
less per HIT, but you can usually do quite a few of these HITs in a session, or
batch. Because of this, you may make more money overall if you get to work on a
decently large batch.

Batchers tend to be fast workers. Some have tech experience that helps them
automate some of the work. They may have more tools at their disposal (like a
programmable mouse, more monitors, programs they write) that make the
batches more lucrative for them.

These are generalizations | am using just to give you an idea what type of work
style may be a better match for you. For example, | mostly do surveys, unless
there is a batch that | feel | can do well at. | am kind of slow, so doing surveys fits
my individual style and needs better. | may only do 10-30 HITs a day to make my
money, whereas a batcher may do hundreds of HITs (or even thousands) to make
their money. But, batchers generally make more money turking, especially those
that are really good at it. Still, | think you will be more successful overall if you
focus on the type of work that fits your personality and skills the best.

A Note about Professionalism

| want to mention that it is very important that you are professional in your
turking. Like any job or business, there can be consequences for not doing so. In
MTurk, a requester can block you for any reason, though usually it would be
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because of really poor work or an angry message or email you have sent to the
requester. Too many blocks and Amazon will suspend your MTurk account. That is
the worst thing that can happen to you as a turker, so be sure you are
professional in your dealings on MTurk. | am careful in my work, and professional
in any messages to requesters, and | have no blocks on my account.

Final Comments

| have tried to give you the basic information that | thought you would need to get
up and running fast. | wrote this so that you could be quickly making money using
MTurk, without putting in too many things that would be overwhelming at the
beginning. There are many avenues past this basic guide that you could explore. It
all depends on your desire and motivation to do so.

This guide will give you a solid foundation to start. You may find that it fits your
needs perfectly. For those that want more, | would suggest checking out one or
more of the turk forums and learning from the people who are making $50, $100
or more a day.

Here are links to the most popular forums (in alphabetical order):

http://www.mturkcrowd.com/

http://mturkforum.com/forum.php

http://www.mturkgrind.com/

https://www.reddit.com/r/mturk/

http://www.turkernation.com/
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http://mturkforum.com/forum.php
http://www.mturkgrind.com/
https://www.reddit.com/r/mturk/
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You CAN make money with this. The Road to Success is just a
few steps away....

Good Luck and Happy Turking!!
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