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Introduction  

 

The goal of this program is to show you how you can get started making money 

using a system called MTurk. You will learn what this is, how to get started, and 

an easy way to make your venture more successful and easier to do. 

The beauty of this system is that you need very little to get started. You probably 

already have the equipment needed to start making money.  

Lots of people do this, some to supplement their regular job, and others make a 

living doing it. People who are more talented/lucky/experienced than I am at this 

make $50, $100 or more a day, but I think most people make around $10-$40 a 

day, like I do. 

Another nice thing is that it's run by a very reputable, well-known company. You 

will be paid for your work, and usually quite quickly. It is totally legitimate work in 

a field that is growing. 

 

How I Discovered MTurk 

 

I got started with MTurk because it was recommended in a forum I was active in 

at the time. A member had said that a friend of his daughter was making $50 a 

day using it. He did say that people probably wouldn’t make that much initially, 

but that it was obviously possible to do. I was mostly mystery shopping at that 

point, and wanted something that would keep me home more. 

The idea of making potentially $50 a day, working from home on my computer, 

was motivating enough for me to check it out. I started turking in June of 2015. I 

made almost $5 my first day, not really knowing what I was doing. I spent most of 

that month figuring out the system and how to improve. I earned over $260 that 

first month, and could see the potential for making lots more than that. I was still 
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mystery shopping primarily at that time, but have really reduced my work in that 

area as I have made more money turking. 

I’m older, with a decent amount of experience working on a computer. But, I am 

not very techie or up on the latest gadgets and trends. I’m also more of a slow, 

careful worker than a fast one. These traits do not make me the best candidate 

for success at turking, but I still average over $650 a month doing it.  

 

Here are my approximate earnings since I started: 

June 2015  $260 

July 2015  $910 

Aug 2015  $820 

Sep 2015 $925 

Oct 2015 $385 

Nov 2015 $850 

Dec 2015 $660 

Jan 2016 $545 

Feb 2016 $740 

 

You may notice that October seems unusually low. That was because I primarily 

focused on mystery shopping that month, and fit turking in around shops. January 

was also a bit low as we were coming off a slow holiday season, and I was sick for 

at least a week. The nice thing about working from home though is that, even 

sick, I made over $90 during my sick week. 

If you take those 9 months, you can see that I made $6095. That’s an average of 

$677 per month. 
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What is Turking/MTurk? 

 

Turking is a type of crowdsourcing activity, a way to make money online using 

your computer. Amazon Mechanical Turk is probably the largest crowdsourcing 

website in existence at this time. Here is how Wikipedia explains the site: 

Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) is a crowdsourcing Internet marketplace enabling 

individuals and businesses (known as Requesters) to coordinate the use of human intelligence to 

perform tasks that computers are currently unable to do. It is one of the sites of Amazon Web 

Services. Employers are able to post jobs known as Human Intelligence Tasks (HITs), such as 

choosing the best among several photographs of a storefront, writing product descriptions, or 

identifying performers on music CDs. Workers (called Providers in Mechanical Turk's Terms of 

Service, or, more colloquially, Turkers) can then browse among existing jobs and complete them 

in exchange for a monetary payment set by the employer.  

Mechanical Turk was launched in 2005, and has been around ever since, though 
still in Beta mode.  

 

Can You Really Make Money using MTurk? 

 

Yes, you can! If I can do it then most people can do it. There are only a few basic 
requirements: 

1.  You must have a computer, preferably a desktop or laptop. Some people turk 
on a phone or tablet but this really limits you if it’s your only way to turk.  

2.  You must have a high-speed internet connection, which most people have 
these days. 

3.  You must be a U.S. resident, living in the U.S.  

That’s really all you need to get started. People from all walks of life do this work, 
and make money from it. You can too. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crowdsourcing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Internet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marketplace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Web_Services
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amazon_Web_Services
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Is MTurk Right for Me? 

 

This is a question that only you can answer, of course. But, I can tell you that you 
most likely have the basic skills needed to do it. If you can read, write, and use a 
computer you have the basic skills. It also helps to be open to learning, and to 
have some patience, as it would in any type of work that you are starting. 

It helps to be somewhat detail-oriented, but mostly you need to pay attention to 
what you are doing. There are all kinds of jobs (called HITs) posted, so you can 
choose those that you are comfortable doing. 

 

Getting Started 

 

***Please be sure that you read this entire guide over at least once before you 
actually start doing HITs. Reading the entire guide first will make the process 
much smoother and easier for you.*** 

The first thing you want to do is to join MTurk. Here are some instructions on how 
to do so. 

 

How to Join: 

1. Go to www.mturk.com 

2. Review the page, then click on learn more about being a Worker on the left hand side of the 

page under the blue circles.  

3. Review the page, and then click on the FAQ link (it’s the first link at the very bottom of the 

page). 

4. Click on the Worker Web Site FAQs link. 

http://www.mturk.com/
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5. Review the page. The very first link (under Registering to Work) explains how to sign up, and 

what is needed. You will need to decide what email you will use, and if you want to open a new 

Amazon account, or use an existing Amazon account. I used an email I use for business 

purposes, and opened a new Amazon account so that it would be separate from my personal 

email and Amazon account. 

My understanding is that currently only U.S. residents can open an account. It used to be open 

to other countries, but that was changed some time ago. 

6. It takes a few days for your account to be approved. Meanwhile, you can review the FAQs 

and check out the site. 

7. Once your account is approved, I believe that Amazon will ask you to set up an Amazon 

Payments account, as that is how you will be paid. You can choose to have your earnings sent 

to your bank account, or into an Amazon.com Gift Card. 

 

After your account is approved and you’ve set up your Amazon Payments account 

then you are ready to start Turking! 

 

Getting Familiar with MTurk 

 

Hopefully you have read the FAQs by now and taken a general look at how the 

HITs are presented. If not, please do so as it will make things easier for you. 

MTurk is set up pretty simply, with just 3 tabs that you can access. Let’s review 

those tabs. 

 

1. Your Account Tab 

 

Sign in to your Turk account and go to the Your Account tab. The first area is 

Introduction, which you saw when you signed up. The default area that will 
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probably show up is the Dashboard. If not, click on “Dashboard” right under the 

Your Account tab.  

Here is my Dashboard so that you can see one that has been in use for a while. 

Note that I have added some special things to mine, so yours will look a little 

simpler: 

 

 

The top area of the dashboard will show your Earnings. Here you can see how 

much you have made (Total Earnings), and how much of your Earnings are 

available to Transfer (Earnings Available). It takes a number of hours for the 

money from an Approved HIT to show up in your Earnings Available for Transfer, 

so this area lags behind a bit.  

For example, let’s say that the first HIT you do is for $5.00, and it is quickly 

approved. Your Total Earnings would show $5.00 as soon as the HIT was 
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approved, but it could be as much as 8 hours before you see that money in 

Earnings Available. 

Underneath the Earnings Area is Your HIT Status. Here you can see the number of 

HITs you have Submitted each day, and how many have been Approved, Rejected 

or Pending.  

Under that is the HIT Totals area. This area is important, as it shows your HIT 

approval percentage. Many HITs require a certain approval percentage so it is 

important to keep your rating above 99.0% to give yourself the best chance at 

being qualified to do a HIT. You can keep your approval rating at 99.0% or better 

by having at least 99 HITs out of 100 approved (hence the 99%). 

The actual number of HITs approved is important also, at least up to a certain 

amount. Many HITs require a certain minimum number of HITs approved.  You 

may find that more HITs open up to you as you reach certain levels: 500, 1,000, 

5,000, and 10,000. After that it doesn’t really matter, other than to give you a 

buffer of HITs approved so that you can keep your approval rating over 99.0%. 

Here are two examples of HITs requiring both an approval percentage and a 

certain number of HITs approved: 

 

 

 

 

It is generally recommended that new Turkers try to reach the 5,000 level as soon 

as they can so that more HITs are available. People will often do lots of low-paying 

HITs to reach a level, which is called “doing HITs for numbers”. If you choose to do 

HITs for numbers be sure that they are safe HITs (low chance of rejection) and 
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that you are doing them properly. You can’t afford many rejections as a beginner, 

as they will drastically lower your approval rating. I give you some guidance later 

in the program for finding good HITs/safe HITs. 

It took me 4-5 months to reach 5,000. I took a different approach, focusing more 

on making money than on numbers. Some turkers reach 5,000 in just a few 

weeks. It is a matter of preference what you focus on. 

(For those that are interested, for the first 10 days that you Turk you are limited 

to doing only 100 HITs per day. After that it opens up to over 3,000 HITs per day.)  

The next area in the Your Account tab is the Status area. This shows your HIT 

statistics like the Dashboard, but for the last 45 days. Mine looks like this: 
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Turking For Fun & Profit         Copyright 2016 

Looking at my Status page, you can see how quickly most of the HITs get 

approved. Nearly all of them approve within a week, with some taking longer on 

occasion. If there are any stragglers out there, they get automatically approved 

within 30 days.  

Another thing to note is that the Earnings amount only shows approved HITs and 

bonuses received that day. So, for “Today” you can see that I did 111 HITs, but 

none have approved yet. The $.10 in my Earnings column is from a small bonus I 

received from a requester.  

Bonuses are paid for various reasons. Some HITs contain “games” where you are 

paid a bonus for your performance. Sometimes a HIT will have a small fee up-

front, with a bonus paid if you complete the HIT carefully. I’ve been paid for 

additional work via bonus also. 

Bonuses are sent separately to you, and you receive an email each time you get 

one. Here is what they look like: 

 

 

 

It’s always fun to receive a bonus! 
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The next area on Your Account tab is Earnings. This is where you can transfer your 

earned money to your Amazon Payments account, or to a gift card. It also shows 

your transfer history, up to 180 days. 

The final area is Account Settings, where you can update information on your 

account.  

 

2. HITs Tab 

 

As you can see on the HITs tab, there are tons of HITs available. The default view 

is the All HITs area, which will show all HITs available at this time. It looks like this: 
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Here, the HITs are sorted by the most HITs available to give you an idea how many 

HITs are out there. The HITs with a blue background are HITs that I qualify for.  

 

The second area is HITs Available To You, which will show you just the HITs that 

you qualify for currently. Here is my page, sorted by the highest Reward Amount: 

 

 

 

The third area is the HITs Assigned To You area, also known as your Queue. It is 

where you can access the HITs that you have accepted that still need to be 

completed and submitted. Here is my Queue: 
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Your Queue can hold up to 25 HITs at a time. You can either return or work on the 

HIT by clicking the appropriate blue link on the right-hand side. If you don’t return 

or work on the HIT, it will expire when the Time Left reaches zero. 

From any of these views you can conduct a search for a particular HIT by name, 

requester (someone who posts a HIT), and pay. You will probably use this search 

feature at times. 

Clicking on the HITS Available To You area is one way to find HITs. You can sort the 

HITs by various attributes (like Pay, # of HITs available, etc.).  

These are ways to find HITs to do, but they are not always the best ways to find 

HITs. Better ways will be covered later in this program. Let’s finish reviewing the 

main tabs first. 

 

3. Qualifications Tab 

 

What is a Qualification? Amazon describes it like this: 

Some HITs are available only to Amazon Mechanical Turk users with certain Qualifications. Requesters 

can use Qualifications to make sure their HITs are completed by users that have demonstrated their 

ability to give high quality answers. You can obtain a Qualification by browsing or searching through 

the available Qualifications and requesting ones that appeal to you. Qualifications related to your 

performance completing HITs are assigned automatically and cannot be requested. Some 

Qualifications may require you to complete a test before they are granted. Qualifications requiring you 

to complete a test must be completed within the specified time. 
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A qualification is a value that is assigned to represent an achievement, or a 

classification. Known as “quals”, they can be good, bad or neutral. 

You will have quals for things like the state you live in, how many HITs you have 

approved, your approval percentage, etc. automatically assigned and updated by 

MTurk. These are the basic quals that everyone has. 

Other quals are automatically assigned to you by requesters for various reasons. 

For example, a requester may assign you a qual value that means you have taken 

a previous study so that they can make sure you don’t take the same study again. 

Sometimes you have earned the right to do future work for them by good 

performance on previous work, so they give you a qual. Some requesters use 

quals to exclude poor workers from doing their HITs. 

Some quals are assigned by request. On the right side of each qual that you do 

not have is a link that says, “Request this Qualification” or “Take the Qualification 

test”. Sometimes you can get a qual just by simply requesting it. Other times you 

may have to answer a brief question or two (such as gender or age), and 

sometimes you have to pass a test the requester has set up. Often though, a 

simple request for a qual just sits in Pending with response. 

One qual that is talked about a lot is the Masters Qualification. This is a qual given 

by Amazon, and opens up a lot more work to you. But, it is elusive, with no 

specific way to earn it. Some workers have worked for years and never received 

Masters. Others have worked a year or less and received it. It isn’t something you 

have control over, so you can’t focus your energies on earning it. But, I mention it 

here because you may see it listed or talked about often and this way you know 

what it is.  

Here is what Amazon says about the Masters Qualification: 

How are Workers selected for the Masters program?  

Masters Workers are selected based on a number of attributes including total assignments 

submitted, total earnings, tenure, and diversity of work type. If you’re an aspiring Master who’s 
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been focused on a single work type, give a transcription task a shot or spend some time taking a 

survey. 

 

Like the HITs tab, there are three areas to this tab. The first area is All 

Qualifications, which just lists every single qual that is active in MTurk. It looks like 

this: 

 

 

The second area lists only the qualifications that have been assigned to you. Mine 

looks like this currently: 
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The last area shows any qualifications you have applied for that have not been 

assigned. This is sort of the “graveyard” of quals that you have applied for but 

have never been approved. 
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Finding Good HITs 

 

So, we’ve now covered the different tabs that are available to you as a worker. 

You have seen all the basic areas that you will be working with. Now, it’s time to 

find some HITs! 

I’ve already shown you that you can find HITs just by simply viewing the HITs 

Available To You area, and by sorting/searching this area. But, as I said, this isn’t 

the most efficient way to find HITs. This may work for you for a little while, but 

soon you will be wishing for a better way. 

One of the biggest mistakes I made at the beginning was thinking that I could just 

join, log in and start making good money. There are hundreds of thousands of 

HITs out there, and it really pays to know how to find the good ones.  
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I think that this is why some beginners end up quitting. They try to find good HITs, 

but end up finding very few good ones in a timely manner and they give up. Here 

is where this program is going to help you tremendously! 

I am going to give you an easy way to find good HITs. This will get you off to a 

great start as a turker. From here, you can add or change things as you learn and 

grow, or just stick with what I show you here. 

First, you will need to add an extension to your browser called turkopticon. An 

extension is something that adds new features to your browser or modifies 

existing functionality. Adding turkopticon (also known as “TO”) will allow you to 

see how other turkers have rated a requester and their HITs. It is always a good 

idea to skim some of the reviews and see if there are any issues to watch out for. 

Here’s a description of what TO does, from their webpage: 
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You can read more about turkopticon and download the extension by visiting 

their webpage at https://turkopticon.ucsd.edu/ 

 

Second, go to this webpage and bookmark it: http://www.hitgrabber.net/ 

This site scans many of the most popular forums where people post HITs, and lists 

those HITs for you. You still need to do your due diligence as to whether or not it 

is really a good HIT, but you should find a lot of good HITs this way. Many of the 

postings will also show the TO ratings, which will help you to quickly access the 

TO for the requester. 

https://turkopticon.ucsd.edu/
http://www.hitgrabber.net/
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Types of HITs, Types of Turkers, What is Best for You? 

 

As you start doing HITs you may notice that there are all kinds of HITs out there, 

from surveys to transcription to categorization, and more. You may want to try a 

few different types of HITs to see what you like to do.  
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I generally have found that there are two types of turkers, Survey-focused, and 

Batch-focused. 

Survey-focused turkers mostly do surveys, which is generally answering questions 

about your opinion, habits, etc. Surveys tend to pay more per HIT, but you usually 

can only do one of each survey offered. 

Batch-focused turkers mostly do batches, which are usually short, quick tasks like 

categorizing an item, transcribing an audio or receipt, etc. Batches tend to pay 

less per HIT, but you can usually do quite a few of these HITs in a session, or 

batch. Because of this, you may make more money overall if you get to work on a 

decently large batch. 

Batchers tend to be fast workers. Some have tech experience that helps them 

automate some of the work. They may have more tools at their disposal (like a 

programmable mouse, more monitors, programs they write) that make the 

batches more lucrative for them.  

These are generalizations I am using just to give you an idea what type of work 

style may be a better match for you. For example, I mostly do surveys, unless 

there is a batch that I feel I can do well at. I am kind of slow, so doing surveys fits 

my individual style and needs better. I may only do 10-30 HITs a day to make my 

money, whereas a batcher may do hundreds of HITs (or even thousands) to make 

their money. But, batchers generally make more money turking, especially those 

that are really good at it. Still, I think you will be more successful overall if you 

focus on the type of work that fits your personality and skills the best. 

 

A Note about Professionalism 

 

I want to mention that it is very important that you are professional in your 

turking. Like any job or business, there can be consequences for not doing so. In 

MTurk, a requester can block you for any reason, though usually it would be 
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because of really poor work or an angry message or email you have sent to the 

requester. Too many blocks and Amazon will suspend your MTurk account. That is 

the worst thing that can happen to you as a turker, so be sure you are 

professional in your dealings on MTurk. I am careful in my work, and professional 

in any messages to requesters, and I have no blocks on my account. 

 

Final Comments 

 

I have tried to give you the basic information that I thought you would need to get 

up and running fast. I wrote this so that you could be quickly making money using 

MTurk, without putting in too many things that would be overwhelming at the 

beginning. There are many avenues past this basic guide that you could explore. It 

all depends on your desire and motivation to do so.  

This guide will give you a solid foundation to start. You may find that it fits your 

needs perfectly. For those that want more, I would suggest checking out one or 

more of the turk forums and learning from the people who are making $50, $100 

or more a day. 

Here are links to the most popular forums (in alphabetical order): 

http://www.mturkcrowd.com/ 

http://mturkforum.com/forum.php 

http://www.mturkgrind.com/ 

https://www.reddit.com/r/mturk/ 

http://www.turkernation.com/ 

 

http://www.mturkcrowd.com/
http://mturkforum.com/forum.php
http://www.mturkgrind.com/
https://www.reddit.com/r/mturk/
http://www.turkernation.com/
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You CAN make money with this. The Road to Success is just a 

few steps away…. 

Good Luck and Happy Turking!! 

 

 


